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Planning in New Jersey is mainly a local

exercise, with most development decisions being
made at the municipal level. The state can influence
planning and growth, though, most notably through its
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development. For example, the state has some
discretion over spending on infrastructure, land

preservation and economic development incentives tha
it can direct to certain locations.

In 2012, the state proposed to align its investments td
the goals and priorities outlined in the State Strategic
Plan (once that plan is adopted) using a new approacl
Rather than including a map to designate areas fo
growth and preservation, as in previous state plans, thq
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identify these locations more dynamically. This
alternative to a traditional State Plan map has generated
both great interest and grave concern, given its novelty
and uncertainty about how it will work.

In the meantime, the Somerset County Planning Board
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In the complex 2001 State Plan Policy Map, Somerset County is
divided into seven different planning areas, plus several different
environmental areas and designated center boundaries. The new
County Investment Framework Map simplifies these planning
areas into five different investment areas, to help coordinate and
guide future growth.

has worked behind the scenes to test the criteria system
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areas for growth and preservationdemonstrates that
the system can work, if refined properly. It provides
important insight into how state guidelines should be
finalized. Going forward, the map and its framework are
useful tools that Somerset County will apply to advance
its own economic development and planning initiatives
and the outcomes of those efforts can advise othel
jurisdictions interested in refining state plan areas for
growth and preservation.

State Strategic Plan proposes to guide
growth through state investments
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the 2012 State Strateqgic Plgthe Plan), which has been
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and Redevelopment Plan, required under the 1985 State

Planning Act. The Plan is intended to guide future
growth by balancing development and conservation
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mapping criteria to drive future discretionary stalevel

spending and regulations.
describe the types of growth that the state wishes to

! Adoption was postponed in November of 2012 in order to consider
how the Plan might address the impacts of Hurricane Sandy.
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The Garden State Values
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http://www.nj.gov/state/planning/plan-draft-final.html

